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In this country, amid the clash of arms, the laws are not silent. They may be
changed but they speak the same language in war as in peace.
Lord Atkin, dissenting, in Liversidge v. Anderson'
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“The tragedy is that the law is made for men, and neither for angels
nor for devils. Laws and all lasting institutions break down not only
under the onslaught of elemental evil but under the impact of absolute
innocence as well. The law, moving between crime and virtue, cannot
recognize what is beyond it, and while it has no punishment to mete
out to elemental evil, it cannot but punish elemental goodness even if
the virtuous man, Captain Vere, recognizes that only the violence of
this goodness is adequate to the depraved power of evil. The absolute
— and to Melville an absolute was incorporated in the Rights of Man
— spells doom to everyone when it is introduced into the political
realm” 4,
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“shun the drawn-out wearisome processes of persuasion, negotiation,
and compromise, which are the process of law and politics, and Iend
its voice to the suffering itself, which must claim of swift and direct
action, that is, of action which the means of violence”*!.
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