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“The jobs of barrister and judge self-evidently require very different
skills. To have the ability to argue a proposition is not necessarily to
have the qualities required fairly to decide the same issue according
to law. At the end of the eighteenth century, Lord Chancellor
Loughborough was not very lucky in the Judges whom he made; but
he might be without blame, for they had enjoyed some eminence at the
bar, and no-one can certainly foretell how the most distinguished
advocate will conduct himself on the Bench. By recruiting the judiciary
almost exclusively from amongsth barristers, our legal system wrongly
implies that because someone is a successful advocate he will therefore
make a similar success of being a judge and that no one can be a good
judge who has not been an eminent barrister’2!.
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“In order to be appointed a full-fledged judge, it is necessary for
a candidate to have practical experience for not less than ten
years as an assistant judge, public prosecutor or practicing
attorney.

The qualifications for judges of the highest and the lowest courts
are somewhat different from those mentioned above. Although at
least ten Justices of the Supreme Court out of the total of fifteen
must be selected from among those who have distinguished them-
selves as judges, public prosecutors or practicing attorneys, the
remaining five need not be qualified jurists so long as they are
learned and have knowledge of law. As to judges of the Summary
Courts a way is open to a man of ability other than a qualified
jurist...”
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“The transformation of an individual from an attorney to a Connecticut
Superior Court Judge occurs over the course of less than a minute, when
the 60-word oath of office prescribed by state law is administered”.
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“When Chancellor Lyndhurst was asked what method he used in
making judicial appointments, he replied “I ook about for a gentleman,
and if he knows a little law so much the better?.
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A. Ment “The transition from lawyer to judge” vol. 73 no. 5 Judicature (1990) 281. 28

Shientag The Personality of the Judge p. 27. 29
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“With all these different.and difficult functions to perform it would be
logical to assume that some training is given to judges before they are
let loose in the courts. In fact very nearly the opposite is true™0,
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“There is no point in partial training; that would produce only a
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that neither the judge nor the Court of Appeal on the original hearing
had had their attention drawn to the highly material changes to Order
75, rule 5 made since the decision in The Vasso™.
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