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“A kindly and patient man who is not a profound lawyer will make a
far better judge... than an ill-tempered genius™*.
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F. McNamara 2000 Famous Legal Quotation (1967) 306. .34

New York Times 17.3.70. .35
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“Everybody is presumed to know the law, except His Majesty’s judges,
who have a Court of Appeal set over them to put them right™s,
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“The classic advice to a newly appointed judge is that he should take a
sup of holy water in his mouth at the beginning of a case and not
swallow it until the evidence on both sides has been heard. Lord
Hewart said in the same vein that ‘the business of a judge is to hold his
tongue until the last possible moment, and to try to be as wise as he is
paid to look™>".
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1) Be kind.
2) Be patient.
3) Be dignified.
4) Don’t take yourself too seriously.
5) Remember that a lazy judge is a poor one.
6) Don’t be dismayed when reversed.
7) Remember there are no unimportant cases.
8) Don’t impose long sentences.
9) Don’t forget your common sense.
10) Pray for divine guidance.
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.G. Williams Criminal Law (2nd ed.) (1961) 280

G. Williams The Proof of Guilt (London, 3rd ed., 1963) 26. .37

2000 Famous Legal Quotations, supra note 34, at p. 292. .38
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“I may be wrong and sometimes am, but I am never in doubt™,
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“I always thought it better to allow myself to doubt before I decided,
than to expose myself to the misery after I had decided, of doubting
whether I had decided rightly and justly™®.
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“After all is said and done, we cannot deny the fact that a judge is
almost of necessity surrounded by people who keep telling him what a
wonderful fellow he is. And if he once begins to believe it, he is a
lost soul™!,
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“.. Unlike the ordinary authority-monger, he was the master, not the
slave of precedents”.
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A.T. Denning The Discipline of Law (1979) 7 .39

2000 Famous Legal Quotations, supra note 34, at p. 177. .40

H.R. Medina “Some Reflections On The Judicial Function: A Personal Viewpoint” .41
38 American Bar Association J. (1952) 107, 108.
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“A judge should not be a servant of the words used. He should notbe a
mere mechanic in the power-house of semantics. He should be the man
in charge of it. The time is not yet here, but I hope it is coming when
Judges will realise that the people who draft statutes, wills or contracts
cannot envisage all the things that the future may bring; that words are
a most imperfect instrument to express the mind of man, and that the
better role of a Judge is to be a master of words, and to mould them to
fit the purpose in hand — by way of implication, presumed intention
or what you will™4,
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“It is of paramount importance that Justices of the Peace shall
discharge their duties on the Bench with efficiency, impartiability,
courtesy, patience and a real desire to do justice”.
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“It is the duty of a Judge to make it disagreeable to counsel to talk
nonsense™®,
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“The position of ajudge has been likened to that of an oyster anchored
in one place, unable to take the initiative, unable to go out after
things, restricted to working on and digesting that which the fortuitous
eddies and currents of litigation may bring his way™’.

Denning, supra note 39, at p. 7. .44

The Quotable Lawyer, supra note 11, at p. 145. .45

ibid, ibid. .46

F. Frankfurter Mr. Justice Brandeis (London, 1932). .47
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“I am as sober as a Judge™?.

The Quotable Lawyer, supra note 11, at p. 142. .48
ibid, ibid. .49

.ibid, at p. 143 .50
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H. Fielding Don Quixote in England 3, 14. .52
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“The hungry judges soon the sentence sign,
And wretches hang that jury-men may dine™>.
@y P XY VBWNY — AN DK OMm)

3 79PN DX ,N3INN WD DR MW XYW 12 MIR7 VIDWR 03 YY ANYD vow
MO BY 1IB3 DYEINA PIITINY Yw 2Yh P DRT MIRYY ,0YpI0d wnw
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Short Memories .

“How quickly the lovers their ladies forget;

How rare is the man who remembers his debt;
How soon are forgotten the folk who give aid —
How little remembered,how seldom repaid.

How quickly the rich man forgets he was poor;
How quickly the famous,that he was obscure -

How very forgetful Judiciary are

Of the days when they first started out at the Bar™*,

TPRD IR 1770 72003 APRR 5y 00 299naY k5w vow? 12 MIRIW DTP WIBR
OPXR L1193 DD P 2Py 0w hpInR YY INTa WPk [PhY VDI XD%X
Tw 9195 1 aya 03,0777 AR 70 0hY 111D APRYI R M R oYY
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The Silent Judge

“How very wise His Lordship looks
Surrounded there with weighty books:
He sits as silent as a Sphinx,

And no one knows just what he thinks.

He smiles,in a deceptive way,

At witnesses throughout the day:
And at the end — to their surprise,
He’ll say they told appalling lies.

A. Pope The Rape of the Lock (London, 1988) p. 63-84. .53
J.P.C. Poetic Justice (London, 1947) 18. .54
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And when he nods his learned head
Do not,I pray you,be misled,

And think the point a good one that
His Lordship quietly nodded at.

It doesn’t mean a single bit

That he has thus agreed with it,
He’ll nod again,as like as not,

When your opponent says it’s rot.

A silent Judge is rather rare,

But still,] wish he wouldn’t wear
So very much a poker face

When I am trying to do a case™>,

W MIIRD VIR IWRY IV ,TI087 PR ¥ 72 931970 oruron 0w ap
NPIYY LRI CWIR DYDY PARAY LD NPL1 YY NP2 AN ,10INN (o1

— DWRIN
The J.P.

“I’'m important in the County,
I’m a Justice of the Peace,
And I disbelieve Defendants
When they contradict the P’lice.
I proceed upon presumptions
Which are very much my own-
I know more of human nature
Than the Editors of Stone.

I'm a Justice for the County,
I’'m a man who’s made his mark,
And 1 side against the lawyers
When they contradict the clerk.
Let the learned lawyers argue,
It is useless,they will find,
For I’ve made up long beforehand
What I like to call my mind™*,

ibid, at p. 53 .55
ibid, at p. 45 .56
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“Here lies Judge X

He’s done with legal Tort

And sleeps as soundly

As he did in court™.

Inra ooYryen DD R LLDWR YY1y Matwn DX oMp hwan
DPLdWAR Y5 PR 0»0% 3M KIT . N0XED MNAD NI MM DN TR Y22
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“When More some time had Chancellor been
No more suits did remain:

The same shall never more be seen

Till More be there again”.**

MnT® AT XYW 15,172 TIan &Y vHWNW MW MN? NOYRD ANMT
bw 0oMENT MYIMPI 1AM ,TIIN LRI NIRNAD NDPRYLT NPOLTMVRTIPT
#im3 09YR Y37 ,As You Like It — DPY3 205 1OOP™Y YW WIINNI PRT

“All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances...
And then the justice,
In fair round belly with good capon lined,
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances;
And so he plays his part™’.
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Handmarks in the Law (1984) p. 71 3°¥1 7% 2w 11002 X2 .X56
W. Shakespeare As You Like It (London, 1993) 235-262 .57
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