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He urges his eyes out of his thoughts to encounter hers. Blear dropped. Slowly, like
Indian summer moving imperceptibly toward fall, he looks toward her. Somewhere
between retina and object, between vision and view, his eyes draw back, hesitate and
hover... he senses that he need not waste the effort of a glance. He does not see her,
because for him there is nothing to see. How can a fifty-two-year-old white immigrant
storekeeper with the taste of potatoes and beer... his mind honed on the doe-eyed
Virgin Mary, his sensibilities blunted by a permanent awareness of loss, see a little
black girl? Nothing in his life suggested that the feat was possible, not to say
desirable or necessary.
She looks up at him and sees the vacuum where curiosity ought to lodge. And some-
thing more. The total absence of human recognition — the glazed separateness... Yet
this vacuum is not new to her. It has an edge; somewhere in the bottom lid is distate.
She has seen it lurking in the eyes of all white people. So. The distate must be for her,
her blackness.
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I wanted to express my feeling that whatever changes in the law the
fathers of our country make, the youngsters could adjust and with
all their vigor and potential would prove that the laws governing
their lives would benefit them and the future of our country...
With integration of the schools, the door had been opened...for
each child to fulfill his or her potential?0.
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