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Fresh start thus reflects the distinction between the punishment philosophy of
yesteryear and the economic reality of the twenty-first century.87
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Determining how to reduce the number of families in financial distress requires
developing an appreciation of the primacy of income as a factor in financial well-
being. Stable and sufficient income not only helps insulate families from the
underlying problems that lead to bankruptcy, it is also critical to preventing these
debtors from experiencing a subsequent economic collapse.?*
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