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“This section proposes and defends the idea of a general right to personal
autonomy. In a nutshell, it relies on two arguments to reach this
conclusion. First, any attempt to limit the scope of rights to certain
especially important autonomy interests will come at the price of
incoherence of the underlying conception of autonomy; thus, the only
way to avoid this incoherence is to include all autonomy interests in the
scope of rights. Second, in order to defend the claim of a right to
autonomy, one must abandon the idea that rights hold a special normative
force (for example, that they act as trumps or side constraints); rather their
point and purpose is to give the right-holder an entitlement to have his
autonomy interests adequately protected at all times... Hence, one ought
to reject the independent existence of separate and distinct rights and
turns instead to the values underlying the right.” 14
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“For framers of new constitutions, the idea of a comprehensive right to
personal autonomy calls into question the necessity of a set of distinct
constitutional rights. Nothing would be lost in theory by simply
acknowledging one comprehensive prima facie right to personal
autonomy instead”. 15
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“On the one hand, it is possible that values and goods are created or
maintained in existence by social practices, and the shared beliefs and
understandings which are part of them. I will call practices which bring
into existence goods or values, or sustain them in existence sustaining
practices. On the other hand, it is possible that shared understandings
affect not the existence of values and goods, but our ability to learn of
them, and perhaps to benefit from them. Such practices control access to
the values and the goods concerned.”23
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